already given, is sufficient to give a
comprehensive idea of this style of archi-
tecture. The last years of the reign of
Qait-Bey are rendered inglorious and
most tragic through heavy taxation, dis-
contentment and plague. It was estinmted
that twelve thousand people died of the
epidemic in Cairo in a single day. It
killed a third of the Mamlukes and took
away from the Sultan his only wife and a
daughter. The plague was followed by a
famine and cattle disease. At this critical
moment the intrigues and jealousies of
the Mamlukes ripened into a riot which
was successfully quelled by the aged
Sultan. Worn down by illness and worry
Qait-Bey abdicated in favour of his son
Mohammed, and died the day after. Al-
though the rest of the Sultans of this
dynasty endeavoured to carry on the
architectural tradition of Qait-Bey, yet
one can say that with him ended the most
glorious epoch in the history of Muslim
Architecture in Egypt.
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